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	Address 


	St Peter’s Hospital

Guildford Road

Chertsey

Surrey



	Postcode
	KT16 0PZ


	Telephone Number


	01932 722932/723941 Ask to speak to nurse in charge


	Type of Placement (Speciality of Ward/Unit)
	Provides assessment for surgical patients
(Emergency care directorate)



	Profile of Area and Care provided (200 words max)


	The Surgical Assessment Unit (S.A.U.) offers a focal point for all surgical and urology General Practitioner (G.P.) emergency admissions. Surgical A&E patients are also accepted following the correct referral process.
The unit consists of 16 assessment trolleys, of which one is a side-room.

	Shift Patterns and Times


	Time

Breaks

EARLY

07:15–15:15
30 minutes

LATE 

12:15–19:45
30 minutes

LONGDAY
07:15-19:45
1 hour
NIGHT
19:15–07:45
1 hour
All S.A.U. staff work a mixture of shifts, including nights and weekends.

	Placement Requirements


	Contact the ward and arrange to visit at least 2 weeks prior to your start date.  You can discuss any specific requests with the Nurse in Charge at this time.

Students are encouraged to work alongside their mentor, for a minimum of 2 shifts a week.
Click here for Student Off Duty Guidelines

	Professional Behaviour


	You must adhere to the uniform policy at all times whilst on placement, paying special attention to hair, nails and jewellery. 
Click here for the Trust’s Uniform Policy.

Smoking is not permitted anywhere on site

	Refreshment Facilities


	Click here for refreshment facilities at St Peters Hospital

	Public Transport


	Click here for transport details

	Car Parking


	Parking permits / swipe cards will be arranged during Locality Induction in Year 1


SURGICAL ASSESSMENT UNIT
Welcome to your placement at the Surgical Assessment Unit at St. Peter’s Hospital. We hope that you will find your time with us both educational and enjoyable 
This pack has been developed to help prepare for your placement with us, and to form part of your induction 

We suggest you read this as soon as you know are coming to the Surgical Assessment Unit, print it out and do as much as you can to prepare beforehand. Don’t forget to bring it with you on your first day 
You are advised to access Part 2 of the Surgical Assessment Unit 

Student Induction and Learning Pack (available soon on this website) for more detailed learning opportunities specific to your year of training.

	Your name
	

	Mentor Name
	

	Associate Mentor 
	

	Ward Sister / Manager
	

	Link Tutor
	


Trust Information
Ashford and St. Peter’s Hospitals NHS Trust manages two sites - Ashford Hospital in Middlesex and St. Peter’s Hospital in Chertsey, Surrey.

The Trust as a whole provides acute hospital services to a large and diverse population, with a catchment of around 450,000 stretching from West Hounslow to Woking across the Boroughs of Hounslow, Spelthorne, Elmbridge, Runnymede and Woking
Philosophy of Care – did you want to check if there was an Emergency wide one?
Every patient is treated as an individual.

Quality patient care is provided by nursing and medical professionals in a warm and friendly environment.

The staff within the S.A.U. aim to ensure the safety, comfort and well being of patients, staff and visitors at all times.

The patients, relatives and carers are consulted throughout their stay to enable their participation in decisions regarding treatment and plans of care.

The S.A.U. offers the services of a multi disciplinary team to achieve its aims in facilitating patient care.
Aims of Service 
To achieve a reduction in unnecessary delays and allow timely access to medical assessment and diagnostic services.
To provide rapid assessment, investigations, diagnostics and stabilisation for all surgical G.P. and A&E patients.
To decide if patients will need to be transferred to a more appropriate location for their care, currently patients are funded for a three day stay.
To keep patients informed of all aspects of their care.
We care for patients requiring surgical care, including incision and drainage of abscesses, stenting, stone retrievals, appendectomy.  Patients often undergo one or more of the following investigations; x rays. Ultrasound scans, intravenous urogram, CT scan, OGD, colonoscopy,
Team members 
Students will gain experience from observing and working with all members of the disciplinary team.
The nursing team comprises the Ward Manager, Deputy Sister, Senior Staff Nurse, Staff Nurse, Health Care Assistant, and the Ward Clerk.
SAU forms part of the Emergency Services Directorate.  We are actively supported by the Business Unit Service Manager, Matron and Clinical Practitioner Educator (CPE) for Emergency Services
The on call surgical team comprises of the Consultant, Registrar, Senior House Officer, House Officer and medical students.

Specialist nurses are also accessed on the Unit these include wound care, stoma, acute pain, diabetic, breast, vascular, infection control and urology. More detail on the opportunities with these professional can be found in Part 2: Learning Opportunities and Placement Pathways.
Staff Development / Research undertaken 

Link Nurses
The Surgical Assessment Unit supports the Link Nurse; the role is to ensure that all members of the team are aware of current practice and policies within their designated role. The link nurse attends regular meetings to update their knowledge and also influence future practice through contributing to Trust policy development. Find out who the Link Nurses are for the various specialities.   

Professional Development 
Nursing staff on the Surgical Assessment Unit are able to undertake continuing professional development which is highlighted following individual appraisal and in conjunction with the emergency Clinical Practitioner Educator. Development may occur via the University, or in house study days, shadowing and mentoring. Within emergency services Thursday afternoons are reserved for an in house directorate teaching programme.
Daily Routine 

Handover - The start of a shift begins with “handover” or “report” of patient information and their management plan which promotes continuity of care and allows staff to review and plan care. At this point all nursing charts and medical notes are reviewed. Individual nurses are responsible for making their own “handover” notes, at the end of the shift, the report must be disposed of in the confidential waste bin on the Surgical Assessment Unit.
Surgical ward round
This occurs every morning with the entire on call surgical team at approximately 07:30 hrs.
Protected Meal times

This does not occur on the Surgical Assessment Unit as it is an emergency setting. 
Referral Criteria/ Admission methods 

Patients are admitted to the Surgical Assessment Unit via G.P. or A&E to surgical referral once the patient has been accepted by the on call surgical team. .
Visiting Times

Open visiting, although after 22:00hrs is discouraged.
Teaching Opportunities 
Assessment skills of patients
Formal medical clerking

A variety of clinical skills will be practised during ‘hands on care’ whilst working one to one with your mentor and other team members, primarily post operative care, urology care and wound care. You will be able to ‘follow’ patients that you are looked after whilst they attend investigations and diagnostic tests. 

Consultant rounds can be joined at any time
Policies & Procedures 
Fire 
Health and Safety

Medicine 

Minimal Handling

Infection Control

Confidentiality

Missing Patient

Falls

Policies are located on the Hospital Intranet
Other information that will be given on Day 1 of placement 
Flow chart showing patient flow through SAU
Abbreviation glossary

Local Induction to include the oxygen and suction turn off point.  

Suggested pre placement reading

Clinical Guidance on ASPH intranet http://trustnet/docsdata/guidelines/index.html 
Hughes, E. (2004) Principles of post-operative patient care  Nursing Standard v19, n5, p43
Vuolo J.,C. (2006) Assessment and management of surgical wounds in clinical practice.  Nursing Standard  v20, n52, p46
Cole, E., Lynch, A., and Cugoni, H. (2006)  Assessment of the patient with acute abdominal pain  Nursing Standard v20, n39, p67
Marieb, E, N. (2005) (8th edn) Essentials of human anatomy and physiology.  Pearson education.  Available in the Health Sciences Library at SPH
Anderson, I.D (2003) (2nd edn) Care of the critically ill surgical patient.  Arnold.  Available in the Health Sciences Library at SPH
Knowledge of normal blood values – available on the Hospital intranet http://trustnet/docsdata/pathology/index4.htm 
Learning Resources:

Access to Trust intranet and internet is available on the Ward.

Hospital Library is on site. 
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